Wisconsin Prevention Network

January 26, 2009

Teleconference

MINUTES

Participants: Mary Grimm, Deb Burgess, Jenn Berna, Ken Ramminger, Shel Gross, Francie McGuire Winkler, Rick Peterson, Bob Kovar, Chris Wardlow

I.  Public Policy

A) In response to discussion during the December 8th strategic planning teleconference, Shel Gross, with assistance from Julia Sherman, compiled the following list of ATODA policies that may be in play during the 2009 legislative session, to see if there are any that WPN may want to join forces on:



Policy Change Recommendations

Sections A-D are the issues identified by Kathleen Falk. I have identified other groups or individuals supporting/opposing various provisions (or variations of these). E-F are additional items from Get Serious and AWARE.

A. Protect Kids

· Change state law to disallow alcohol service to persons under age 18 in licensed premises

· Change state law to require scanners for alcohol purveyors convicted of second offense for fake IDs

· Change state law to adopt “first warning rule” for expectant mothers who admit alcohol abuse to health care providers

B. Enhance Penalties

· Change state law to criminalize first time OWI

· LFB: $8.3m annually 

· Gov does not support

· Sen. Decker does not support

· AWARE supports

· Bies: supports criminalization and 5 day jail sentence

· Darling/Krusick: suspended misdemeanor on first OWI

· Change state law to make third OWI a felony

· LFB: $100m/year for prison time

· Zepnick: significantly increase penalties for all OWI

· Kleefish: make 3rd and 4th offenses a felony

· Sen. Decker opposes unless offenses in a specific time frame

· AWARE supports

· Change state law to lower Blood Alcohol Count for OWI repeat offenders

· Adopt a state law to require ignition interlocks upon conviction of OWI 

· Zepnick: supports

· MADD: supports

· AWARE supports

· Staskunas: mandatory for 1st time drunk drives with BAC of .16 or more and for all repeat offenders

· Create a misdemeanor offense for knowingly serving alcohol to minors

C. State Tools

· Change state law to increase the beer tax; proceeds should be targeted for alcohol abuse prevention, treatment, increasing the number of assistant district attorneys, ID scanners, interlock devices, and other important purposes.

· Get Serious

· Berceau: increase beer tax from $2 to $10/barrel ($.03/bottle); $39m revenue

· Sen. Decker opposes (although JS says he would support increase in tax on spirits/wine)

· Statewide ban on home keg delivery

· Change state law in order to allow health care providers to recover from insurance companies the costs related to injuries from drunk drivers

· Change state law to include mandatory elimination of late-night drink specials after 10pm

D. Local Tools

· Include a checkbox on state law enforcement report forms to indicate alcohol influence in any arrest

· Allow targeted limited sobriety checkpoints during high-risk, high-volume times 

· Gov. expected to support

· Sen. Decker opposes

· AWARE supports

· Require enhanced bartender training

· More tools for local governments to monitor problem establishments

E. Get Serious

· Limiting alcohol advertising and marketing targeted at young people; 

· Implementing a national media campaign that counters alcohol industry messages and uses social marketing to affect attitudes and behavior; 

· Adopting and enforcing laws to prevent alcohol-related deaths and injuries among young people; 

· AWARE supports

· Promoting alcohol free events for kids; 

· Expanding counseling and support for kids, especially those with addicted parents. 

F. AWARE

· Make mandatory the license suspension for underage consumption or possession of alcohol.

· Increase alcohol education for underage drinkers.
· Enact a law to prohibit health insurers from denying coverage to individuals who are injured while OWI.


1. Work will continue on identifying which of these is evidence based, and information will also be gathered on what other states are doing.

2. As WPN identifies specific policy issues to focus on, Shel and others will contact other organizations working on these issues to see how WPN can join forces with them. 

2. Rick Peterson will share information on formal proposals being made by the Governor’s Council Subcommittee on Impaired Driving once the subcommittee approves them.

3. Ken and Bob mentioned that we need a balance between holding people accountable for the things they do (e.g. drunk driving, alcohol or drug-related offenses) and getting them the help they need (i.e., treatment) to prevent recidivism. 

4. Mary Grimm suggested that we also stay focused on the Beer Tax issue.  Shel indicated that it may be too late, from a timing stand point, to respond to the Governor’s comments a couple of weeks ago on the unlikelihood of a beer tax increase.  Shel suggested that we communicate our support to Representative Berceau who has indicated that she will introduce the legislation again.  It was also suggested that WPN have some kind of generic advocacy response ready in case another official comments on the tax.

5. Genevieve Kirchman, via e-mail, offered an important reminder that research needs to be conducted on each of the above-mentioned policies to ensure their effectiveness as proven prevention strategies.  She also wondered if having accessible/effective treatment, as the carrot, might be more effective in preventing repeat drunk driving offenses then making the behavior a felony.  

She also offered the idea of utilizing the regional alliance coalitions (5 regions) to begin the dialogue about where WPN should focus its initial policy efforts as a way of reaching consensus and thus more effectively mobilizing the grass roots.

6. Jamie McCarville, via e-mail, reminded WPN that much of alcohol control in Wisconsin is under the authority of municipal governments, and thus it may be more effective to address some policy concerns at a local level.  

B) Several state agencies are partnering on a statewide Parents Who Host Lose the Most campaign to discourage adults from providing alcohol to teens (those under 21). Rick mentioned that this initiative would also include alcohol compliance checks. Chris expressed interest in WPN writing to Governor Doyle and Attorney General Van Hollen encouraging each of them to publically endorse this statewide campaign.  The idea was supported, so Chris will begin work on the letter.

C) The Department of Health Services has launched a statewide initiative to promote an integrated approach to health care and prevention, which recognizes that “The time has come for us all to further integrate our approach to improving people's health by recognizing that physical health, mental health, substance use and addiction are inter-related.” See the following link: http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/mentalhealth/jointstatement/index.htm.  

1. Chris asked if WPN should respond in any way.  

2. It was recommended that WPN complete and submit the Partner Endorsement form on the DHS website to show our support and to make the Department aware of what WPN has been working on relative to this initiative. 

II. WPN Advocacy Capacity 

A) Another strategic planning priority for WPN is to identify ways to enhance the organization’s advocacy capacity.  The following are minutes from the Capacity Workgroup’s January 20th meeting that were discussed during this teleconference.



Wisconsin Prevention Network

Building Capacity for Advocacy Committee

January 20, 2009

Teleconference Minutes

Participants: Deb Burgess, Bob Kovar, and Chris Wardlow

1. Prevention Advocacy E-Bulletin 

Bob currently writes a regular weekly e-bulletin for the local coalitions he works with in his region.  The e-bulletin provides information/updates on current research, local and state initiatives, prevention related news and views, policy matters, advocacy, etc.  A couple of examples of what Bob has recently covered include information on the state’s Parents Who Host Lose the Most Campaign, and excerpts from Governor Doyle’s recent comments on the unlikelihood of a beer tax increase. He has floated the idea to the Center of Community Outreach (CCO) of expanding and making it available to all the Alliance coalitions in the North and West Regions.  CCO is currently exploring the feasibility of the idea.  Bob expressed interest in working with WPN to make the e-bulletin available on WPN’s website and distributing via e-mail to WPN members.

Recommendation:  WPN work with CCO to publish their prevention e-bulletin on WPN’s website and distribute to WPN members electronically via e-mail.

2. Prevention Summit/Roundtable

As the state’s prevention system continues to evolve, there is currently a lot of confusion among prevention practitioners over the specific roles of each of the different stakeholder agencies and organizations.  Do the Alliance Regional Centers, DHS, the WI Clearinghouse, SCAODA Prevention Committee, WPN, for example, each have clearly defined roles?  What are those roles?  And, how can we most effectively communicate them to folks in the prevention field so that they know where to turn for information?

Recommendation: WPN host a summit or roundtable discussion at the state prevention conference to begin a dialogue among all agencies and practitioners that will lay the groundwork for creating a clearly defined, and easily accessible prevention system in the state.

3. “Take Action” Feature on WPN’s Website

Both CADCA and Join Together have features on their websites that enable folks to contact their Congressional Delegates on important policy matters that impact prevention.  People subscribe to receive “Action Alerts.”  The action alert contains a link to their website where a letter has already been crafted on the specific issue.  All a person needs to do is enter their name, address, and zip code, and the letter is sent from them to their specific representative.  

Recommendation: WPN develop such a feature on its website to enable people to contact their local and state elected officials on state level prevention policy matters.

4. Proposal for a fulltime coordinator for WPN

No other statewide advocacy organization that we know of operates solely with volunteers and without some paid staff support and coordination.

Recommendation: As part of a long range plan for enhancing WPN’s advocacy capacity, develop a formal proposal for a fulltime WPN Coordinator.  The proposal would also serve as a business plan for this position.  The intent of the proposal is to clearly define the need for a coordinator, role and responsibilities of the coordinator, and a business plan for funding the position.  The business plan will include a list of foundations and other possible funding sources to submit the proposal to. 



1. In regards to item 3 above, Shel mentioned that MHA will be launching a system like this in the near future and there may be an opportunity for WPN to utilize it for some of its advocacy work. He will keep WPN posted.  Thank you, Shel!

2. Rick Peterson offered to distribute information on WPN to the congressional staffers he and other Wisconsin delegates will be meeting with during the CADCA Conference in February.  Thank you, Rick!

III. Updates from WPN members

· Jenn Berna shared that she is involved in a national initiative through the CDC to develop policy recommendations that promote healthy aging.  She will provide updates as the project progresses and is interested in any ideas from Wisconsin that she can share at the national level.

IV. March 23 1:30-3:00 is the next WPN teleconference

