Wisconsin Prevention Network
Minutes

May 23, 2007
Members:  Chris Wardlow, Karen Knudsen, Ken Ramminger, Shel Gross, Jill Gamez, Lucy Gibson, Julia Sherman
I. Public Policy
a. Beer Tax update – There was a press conference last week at the Capital to introduce the beer tax increase.  This legislation would add three cents on each beer.  There is information on Representative Burseau’s website.  The St.Croix County Board adopted a resolution to support the legislation.  What would help to support this effort are letters to the editor in your local newspapers and contacting your elected officials. 
b. Update from Wisconsin Legislative Council Special Committee on Strengthening Wisconsin Families (SCSWF) – not much action on this topic.  
c. Senate Bill 187 introduced by Senator Brueske adds another exemption for minors to be on premise without a parent present.  This legislation is specific to businesses with batting cages. This lead to a discussion about having legislation setting a percentage limit for all businesses that sells alcohol – instead of always making exemptions. This would set a standard policy and could raise the issue of youth access. 

d. Beer Tasting bill was passed.  This gives Class A license holders the ability to have beer tasting in their stores (similar to wine tasting).  While this is a state statute, local governments can set ordinances to set restrictions on the statute.  Julia Sherman will look into this more. 

e. A meeting is scheduled to meet with DHFS about the new Department of Child and Families.  Questions include where is prevention, is there a youth and family voice, and how does this new department relate to other departments?

f. Tobacco tax increase – There were lots of testimony at the joint finance committee meetings across the state.  A letter will be sent to all members of the Joint Finance from WPN to encourage support of the increase. 
II. SCAODA Prevention Committee and SPF-SIG Update
a. The next meeting is scheduled for next week.  Priorities for SPF SIG have been set:  Death due to drug (SE WI), Alcohol binge by teens and young adults. 
III. Update from Youth Voice Advocates meeting
a. This topic was tabled.
IV. Prevention Conference Update
a. Brochure is on the website and being mailed out shortly.  Info on the web at wch.uhs.wisc.edu 

b. The WPN annual meeting will be held on July 25th at 7:15 AM. 
V. Member Reports and Updates
a. The AWY is decentralizing and creating regional alliances.  These regional centers will provide technical assistance to the members within the region.  A RFP is current issued for organization to apply to be a regional center. 

b. Shel shared the Suicide prevention is at the end of year one.  They are currently working to implement a mental health screening tool into primary care settings

c. Jill shared they are now entering the second year of their Department of Education grant that focuses on reducing high risk drinking among first year college students.
VI. Financial Report
a. No report given.

Next WPN Meeting is the Annual Meeting scheduled for

July 25, 2007 at the Prevention Conference – 7:15 AM.
